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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10, 1 1 , and 14-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unobvious over Iwata et al. (USPN 6899638). 

Regarding claims 10 and 15-32, Iwata et al. discloses a golf club head 
comprising a faceplate having a contoured rear surface wherein the contoured rear 
surface includes a central thickened region having a non-circular, elliptical outer edge 
surrounded by a transition region tapering from the central thickened region toward a 
thinner peripheral region wherein the transition region also has an elliptical outer edge 
(See Column 14, lines 3 through 55 and Table 7 and Figure 8). Based on Table 7, the 
faceplate inherently has a outer edge of the central thickened region having an aspect 
ratio that is greater than the aspect ration of the elliptical outer edge of the transition 
region being that the major and miner axes of the central thickened region are 10mm 
and 5mm respectively, and the major and minor axes of the transition region (tapered 
region) are 15mm and 10mm respectively (wherein the distance of the central thickened 
region is factored in). Based on the above the aspect ratio of the central thickened 
region is 2 and the aspect ratio of the transition region is 1 .5. Further, Iwata et al. show 
several embodiments wherein the surface extending to the outer edge of the second 
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elliptical region (frustum region or surface) are tapered or curved. It is noted that the 
applicant does not disclose any additional benefits of having the surface of different 
profile, therefore, the conclusion can be made that the profile provide identical results. 
The same applies for Iwata et al. being that the profiles are not disclosed as providing 
different results. One having ordinary skill in the art would have found the shape of the 
profiles to be a "matter of choice" and that any shaped profile would perform equally as 
well so long as the mis-hits are reduced (See In re Dailev . 149 USPQ 47). The cutting 
tool will not be given patentable weight. The invention being claimed is an apparatus 
claim and the cutting tool does not provide any structural difference in the outcome of 
the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Iwata et al. discloses the elliptical outer edge of the central 
thickened region having a first major axis and a first minor axis and the elliptical outer 
edge of the transition region has a second major axis and a second minor axis wherein 
the second major axis being equal to the first major axis plus a predetermined distance 
and the second minor axis being equal to the first minor axis plus a predetermined 
distance (See Column 14, lines 3 through 55). 

Regarding claim 14, Iwata et al. discloses the club head further comprising a 
shell having an opening and the faceplate being attached to the opening in the shell to 
form a hollow body (See Figures 95-97). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10 and 14-32 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin A. Hunter whose telephone number is 571-272- 
441 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30AM 
to 4:00PM Eastem Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eugene Kim, can be reached at 571-272-4463. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




